NINETY-SIXTH YEAR.

ST. LOUIS, MmO., SUNDAY, JULY 19, 1903.

| PRICE, FIVE CENTS.
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|CHARITY'S HOMES FOR THE
¢ ¢ FOUNDLING BABIES OF ST.LOUIS.
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WERITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY BEEFUBLIC
Five hundred foundling babes aro in the
city to-day that will never know the taint
of thelr birth, that will grow up belleving
themselves born of thelr adopted parents.
To this work !s directed the energles of
#veral large charities. The results prom-
are that this factor of the population
be mo discredit to the community, but
contributs its share of good men and
womaen.
The culy institution ef the kind in the
ety which bas besn in existence for more
{

than one generation is St Ann's Asylum, at
Tenth and O'Fallon stroeta,

For filty years the Infant, fatheritsg and
motherless has found loving care at the
hands of the sisters of this asylum.

Thousands have been nursed there. Thou-
eands have been adopted from there and
Erown to maturity.

"Whait has become of them, you ask?”
said one of the sisters last week,

“They have gons forth Into evary walk
of lfs. Some that I know are lawyers,
some doctors and others prominent in com-
mercial life §

Of the girls, many have developed Into
dutiful mothers and lived most examplary
Christian lves,

*“But the secret of thelr identity we alone
know, and it is a secret guarded by us con-
tinually. From the Instant of adoption,
when we allow them to enter a family, the
necessity that ths secret of thelr birth ba
kept from them forever, is impressed upon
the parents by adoption.

*If this be done the child is under no
ban. The nobls and religious instincts,
thelr fullest mental abilities and thelr moral

e
gense can be cultivated to the utmast, But
it ths knowledge of the circumstances of
thelr birth come to them, especially at a
tims when thelr character is not fult-
formed, that may mean a moral collapse.'*
INFANTS ADOPTED BY
WELI-MEANING MEN AND WOAIEN.

Buch is the belleg of all who comse in
contact with foundlings, who wateh over
them and find them homes.

The conclusion secms to ba that r.oral
degeneracy by heredlty 13 only pcssible
when the child awakens {0 & consclorsnsss

| that the

erime of the parent and feels by that crime
condemned.

Tha knowledge withield and the sama
child would show .the frult of a rational
upbringing,

The possibillity of thus giving each unfor-
tunate littls one, which by the accident of
its birth {s so unausplciously launched, its
full opportu ¢ in lifs, 1s proven by the fact
demand by honest and well-mean-
for bavies to zdopt Is greater
'[.‘

very child In good health in the
ons of the clty, thera comes

icant who 13 only too glad to give
it tha attention of a mother.

It the babe ba Dblighted at birth by =
chronlo disease, or a al degeneracy of
anv kind, then its earthly lifa is one to bLe
pitled, Mary of thesa very unfortunats
ones live and die within the conflnes of

1o

iis hospitals and asy-
this work are tho
ospital, the Bethesils
o Hebsckah Home, the
Home, St. Ann's Asy-
Cunvalescent Women,
nd the various orphan

istitutions operate a
ly Bt. Ann's and
» more work of this
@ others.

women avail themselves of the
tention and cares to ba had at
aspitals,
1 bables wers born In
» Hospital last year. To this puktllie
on ko the most unfortunate cases.
ESS MOTHERS WHO
APPLY FOR SHELTER.

The mothers are either found by the po-
Hee or apply for a shelter. The clreum-

r which thesa threa hundred

life would Indlcata that Mitle
future could exist for them, but this Is not
the fact

Tha city officlals placed in charge of ths
Female Hospital are wiclans in & moral

the

Al sense.
As ona of thess doctors sald:
“Tha med phases gf the cases are

dlecal
usually simpie compared with other purely
human problems that arize. The mothers
often seem to show a distinet revulslon for
the ildren. They seem to feel that the
child Is a living accuser.

“Wa are in clome relation with the church-
es, of cours=e, and the charitable institu-
tions, and the representatives of both of

s work among the mothers, tryigpg 1o
rouse In them the maternal instinet and the
moral cbligation to properiy cars for the
babies.

“As physiclang we 4o our utmost to amsist
In this, and frequently succesd.'”

Very many, howaver, of the mothers, so
nct toward thelr offspring, that it Is daemed
necessary o separate them. Thus ths Fa-

of fts condition, when the chill krown the
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male Hozpltal adds to the number of found-
Iings. whom the mothers wilifully desert.
An affecting instance of this kind occurred
only a short time ago. 3

A Polish girl, apparently abdut 18 years
old, entersed tha hospital. She had bean In
this country only a short time and could
not spenk the language.

She became the mother of a beautiful girl
baby, In perfect health. Her conduct
townard the child roused the susplclons of
the doctors In charze. It secmed that she
was endeavoring to starve her child to
death.,

A Polish priest was summonsd who visited
the girl, and questioped her closely. The
mother compietely broke down, and
zod that she plunned the destruction
baby_ and that her firm purpose was,
a8 released from the hospital, to
1ild into the river.

CHILD WAS TAKEN
FROM ITS PARENT.

The baby was taken from [ts paren?, gnd &

few days ago was adopted by & childless

cians say that tha Infant prom-
and gave avery indication of pos-
ing a strong vitallty and good mental

en are kept two or threa weeks
ale Hospital, Tken, If without
y are sent to one of the private

are adoplsd direct from the hos-

iles go thither frequently, and under-
taka the adoption of the dJdiminutive pa-
tients, In numerous instances, the mothers,
izh wives, already have a large family,
ars too poor to ralse another child

wishing to obtafin a child, must first
e letters vouching for thelr character
from a physiclan end priest or minister. If
thess guarantes that tha applicant ls a Mt
persan to undertake the rearing of a child,
then one is given them.

lusty baby as a rule {s sufficlent
uar, even terrify, an ordinary man.
It s way they have, thessa Infiinitesimal
bits of humanity.

They look very charming in thetr erib.
You approach to play with them. They
screech. You fly. Mother, only, Is ths
potent personage under the circumstances.

Imagine sixty bables, all in ons room, all
lusty, especiaily about “bottle” tims, which
means meal tdme,

That ia what greets the mesculine visitor
to the foundiing ward of the Bethesda
Home.

At the Bethesda are housed a largy per-
centags of the foundlings found during the
year in the clty.

It is the largest Protestant asylum of the
kind In St. Louis. St Ann's is the largest
Catholie {nstitution.

In the home at ocs time are betwesm

Qte.@’@ .\Q.

sixty and one Nundred of the bablies varying
in age between one day and three vears.

Within ths experience of Mra Rogw
Hayne, who has been a leader in the mane
agement of the Bethesda worlk) s permas
nent abods hes beéh found for the NiGs ofes
before any became older than § years, L
FED UFON MILEK AND i
FREPARED FOODS, :

Though fed from. Infancy upon cow's milk
and prepared foods, they seem ag healthy
as other children, and as happy.

Tha absence of a mother's cars would
scem to causs sorrow. The anly sign orF In-
dication that they are cons us of a lack,
!s to bestow all thelr affections upon those
who are with them—the nurses

It |s women, to whom thess Infants seem
drawn. ©Hut If they have tha where to
place thelr affections, they seem to like life
very well, on the whola. At “bottle’ tims,
they becoms vociferous, and twist up thelr
faces, In a most extraordinary manner; hus
the common ohservation on the point is
that such traits are common to bables of
whatever description.

Wheeled along. in one big cridb, down the
corridor screaming to the “dining-room.™
they at once rubsida when once they get
the bottis to the lip.

Feod, they eombe back qulet as mice, In=

ned rather to sleep.
a room of glxty hables containg sixty
v category each of which, exter-
1, seems to be quits the counter=
part ; baby.

Tha ona raciines on ita pillow and looks
up at you with ULis. wils, curious eyes,
as en owl Another smiles most en-
iy, and ek paay ittle hand
in 1] attempt tn get your ceavat pin. A
third is occupled In an effort to swallow
its feell

All of which goss to show that bables are
bahies, “‘whatever betides.

The Bethesda Homs has been In =xistence
fifteen yeara Alrs, Hayne, speaking of the
children cared for in that tlme was opti-
mistic of their futurs.

“They exhibit.” said she, “the same dif-
ferences of mental abliity that other chil-
dren do. Many are very hright,

“Such of thesa na have found homes, nnd
of whom 1 am now cognizant, are leaders
in their class=s at school, and give every
inilication of leading moral and successful
lives,

“In giving tha children out for adoption.
we are very careful. Wha try to place ths
right chlld among tha right surrcundings,
such as will augur best for It.

“I am glad to say that the majority of
couples who adopt, do so sincersly.

*Wa allow them to taks a child for a
month or so to decli’s whether they wish to
undertaks !ts care through lUfe. Very si-
dom are any returned.”

orphan asylums.

infants are the St.
Foundlings’ Home,
Babies’ Home, St.
valescent Women,

ERSONS wishing to adopt a child must first secure
letters vouching for their character from a physi-
cian and priest or minister. If these guarantee that
the applicant is a fit person to undertake the rear-
ing of a child, then one Is given them. The princi-

pal St. Louis hospitals and asylums which care for
Louis Female Hospital, the Bethesda
the Rebekah Home, the Mothers and
Ann’s Asylum, the Home for Con-

the Rescue Home

and the various




